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For the past several years Iowa State's Student The handful of us involved with last year's issue 
Journal of Architecture has put out an annual pub- met at the beginning of this year looking forward 
lication with a collection of student-written essays to the new publication. We advertised our meetings 
and select student projects. CORE, as it was called as usual, new members came, and we got down 
then, sought to showcase exceptional student work to business. Armed with a new outlook on things, 
and to provide a platform where students from all we recognized the steady improvement in previous 
levels could have a critical voice within the disci- issues, but also identified the problems and faults 
pline of architecture. Comprised of about ten moti- in what we were doing, and eventually asked our-
vated individuals each year, the issue has evolved selves, "What exactly are we doing?" 
from disposable student newsprints into the perfect- The answer was simple - our aim is to be criti-
bound book dispersed today. Each year's publication cal. That is what we're being taught here. More than 
has improved upon the previous one, culminating in 
what many of us believe is the best issue to date -
last year's book chronicling architectural discourse. 
Still, it felt to many of us involved that the steps 
we were taking and the books we were producing 
at CORE weren't having the impact on our disci-
pline that they should have. These books, although 
being distributed to donors, alumni, and faculty, 
were mostly going to a student population that dis-
regarded the essays inside and ultimately left the 
book relatively untouched, allowing it to collect dust 
on their bookshelves. The student work showcased 
was only a small portion, usually representing the 
group of students involved in producing the actual 
publication. 
CORE no longer meant what it once did, and so 
something needed to change. 
preparing us for practice, teaching us how to design, 
or even providing us with the technical skills we need 
to succeed in the professional world, this school is 
seeking to mold us into critical thinkers. Most of you 
who are reading this are, or at one time were, stu-
dents enrolled in architecture school. You all know 
what it is like to be in our position - students filled 
to the brim with ideas, questions, criticisms, excite-
ment, and optimism about what we are doing here 
and why we are doing it. These publications we 
are producing ought to capture that excitement and 
hopefully convey it to the readers. 
But once again, we are students. And as stu-
dents, there is only so much we can write, say, or do 
that will have the same effect that it would coming 
from a person in a position of power. Our intent is 
not to implement change or to start a revolution, 
but rather to point out where - perhaps - change 
is needed. CORE, Student Journal of Architecture 
is a student-run, student-produced publication, and 
thus should emphasize or reinforce the fact that we 
are students. 
We talk about many things at our weekly meet-
ings. If you look at our most recent issues, you will 
see that topics have ranged from interdisciplinary 
concerns, to housing and dwelling, to the topic of 
discourse itself. One topic that always seems to 
come up over the course of the year - or at least it 
seems we discuss often - is the topic of beauty and 
aesthetics. Philosophically, it is an engaging sub-
ject and always provides for a lengthy conversation 
amongst the members of the group. The curious 
thing is why exactly it always seems to come up in 
discussion. I cannot say for sure, but I imagine some 
of it has to do with a stigma that prevents us from 
candidly speaking about beauty in other arenas like 
our studio courses. Whatever the case, our weekly 
meetings have become appropriate outlets for us 
to discuss these matters, to refer books and videos 
to one another, and often to provide suggestions to 
other members for how to handle certain situations. 
One aspect of beauty, raised initially in a semi-
nar elective some of us have taken on the topic of 
Goodness &: Beauty, seems to be how it enters our 
realm of education. Philosopher Elaine Scarry, in her 
appeal On Beauty and Being Just writes, "Beauty is 
a starting place for education." We can debate the 
merits of this comment or assess its validity (and 
trust me, we have at our meetings), but the point I 
want to raise is not actually about beauty. The point 
I would like to reiterate is that Scarry is offering to 
us a motive, or a .starting place on which to base our 
education. That place could be anywhere, or rather 
could be anything, but it certainly ought to come 
from our institutions of higher learning. Architec-
ture schools in this country have the opportunity to 
provide a diverse range of emphases on which to 
base their curricula. And, in fact many of them do 
offer unique situations and learning circumstances. 
But when you look across the country, how many 
sch.ools are prescribing an educational course that is 
in some way firmly rooted in advocating sustainable 
principles and providing resources and skills linked 
with state-of-the-art technological developments? 
My guess is most of them. I'm not suggesting this 
is an incorrect approach or even that - given the 
current state of our environment and economy - it 
should be anything else, but I am suggesting that we 
all need to pay more attention to that starting place 
for our education. 
At CORE understanding that starting place has 
become a priority because it is precisely where we 
are as students. And, with the refreshed outlook on 
the role we perform as a Student Journal of Archi-
tecture, we have decided to represent that starting 
place with a new title for our group and the journal: 
DATUM. In addition to being the singular form of 
the word data, it is also a fixed starting point of a 
scale or operation. The datum level is something 
we're all familiar with as students and practitioners 
of architecture. It is also a place in time we can all 
recognize as the beginning years of architecture 
school. Those of us involved with the change see it 
as somewhat of a rebirth. It is a new outlook on our 
student journal, and hopefully a new standard we 
can measure ourselves against. 
To some extent, we are all at the datum level. 
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